
By Musiime Julius 

For me, I see that family time is very good. My mother and big 

brother always give us good advice to follow in life which can 

help us plan for the future and help us to see far so that we can go 

far. Family Time teaches us many good things. For example, for 

myself, Family Time has taught me to be aware or to feel free and 

to speak in public without fear as my dream is to be a lawyer. I 

cannot be a lawyer when Iõm shy or am afraid of speaking in a 

group of people.  

The other thing that Family Time has taught me is to do the 

following:  

One day we were in the Family Time and our brother told us that 

itõs good to know the past, present and future because past events 

help us to plan for the future òbecauseó he told us, òif you donõt 

know where you are coming from you canõt know where you are 

going.ó So thatõs why I emphasize that Family Time is good. The 

topic helped me to plan for the future because I saw far and want 

to go far.  

We are proud to announce the opening of our newly constructed 

Science Center! In January 2011, ASYV opened the doors of the 

Science Center to offer new after-school science programs to our 

students. The Science Center focuses on four main areas: electric-

ity, mechanics, optics, and computers. With the help of teachers 

from LiquidNet Family High School, we offer programs designed to 

connect the theory learned at school with more practical hands-on 

applications in the real world. 

Currently, our students are engaging in projects and participating 

in sessions designed to expose them to the complexities of com-

puter programming, the captivating components of electronics, 

and the enchanting aspects of biology, ecology, and optics. Some 

of the students have taken a special interest in science, and we are 

very excited about our studentsõ progress so far. From building 

compost disposal to energy production to wiring and managing 

the new village computer lab, our students continue to blaze new 

trails and inspire others around them. 

We would like to give a special thanks to Mark Gelfand for his 

generous support in funding both the building process and pro-

viding the Center with a variety of tools and equipment. 

B u s i n e s s  N a m e  

Are they looking at the stars?   
Or becoming stars?   
The new Science Center ñ By Sam Enumah 
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ñThere are 

so many 

interesting 

books in 

the 

libraryéò  

Keep the candles of  hope burning   

The Commemoration Days at ASYV  

The original library at Agahozo-Shalom Youth Village was 

opened officially in January 2009 and it has been open ever 

since. The current library in the Science Center is composed 

of all kinds of books as well as magazines and local newspa-

pers. Itõs the place where kids come to expand their knowl-

edge and improve their English (sort of an English club). 

Some of the kids have combinations which require them to 

read more and to do independent research. They are given 

òextra helpó by the library staff. 

This second term, we created a new system of helping kids, 

what we call a Reading Club.  In the club we promote the 

habit of reading and telling stories in the library during the 

evening hours as a way of overcoming difficulties kids have at 

school. We first started with only a small number of kids, 

only "two", but we found out that this was not enough.  So 

we talked to the teachers at school and they sent us few more 

kids -- last week 14 kids joined the group! Eventually, we're 

hoping to have at least 21 kids. 

The "story teller of the day" reads the story to the kids.  He/

she stops when the story is not clear and kids can ask ques-

tions about hard vocabulary which they do not understand.  

After discussing we keep on reading.  At the end of the short 

story the moderator asks open questions so that the kids can 

get connected to the book.  They try to discover the author's 

techniques and what he/she wanted to say with the story.  

That same day the kids take multiple copies of the short story 

to their families and discuss it at family time. 

Our goal is to empower kidsõ ability of learning English 

through discussions in the group. The reading group so far 

has been a great success with the kids.  Thank you Mollie, 

Herritte, Eddy and Ilan.    

Another success is the reading on vacation program.  Each kid 

is given a book for reading before they leave for their vaca-

tion.  After returning to the Village and before they turn the 

books back to the library, they tell a very precise summary of 

the story in their families.  They do this to encourage the 

other kids to read the story. 

We hope that the many opportunities offered in the library 

will expand studentsõ minds, will give them new ideas and 

will provide the tools they will need to accumulate knowl-

edge and be successful. 

The Village staff is also connected to the informal library.  

They come to take out books to read or borrow movies to 

watch in their free time.  They also come to look for the right 

book for their kids and teachers come to look for books for 

their students especially the science textbooks and novels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Mukeshimana Agathe 

It is good to commemorate. Commemoration gives me hope 

for tomorrow and peace in my heart. Commemoration is also 

the study of history in the world to create a good life for 

tomorrow. 

By Nurukundo Xavier  

The commemoration day was going on well in general because 

it is a time of thinking well about what is going on in our life 

and the life of the country, and it is the most important thing in 

all of our lives, because we try to remember many things that 

happened in the past in our lifeé. 

What we remember during commemoration here at Agahozo-

Shalom is the genocide and as you know, many children here 

have lost parents, brothers and sisters and many important 

things in their lives and have to depend on themselves. Thatõs 

why we must remember and figure out many problems that we 

have and find the best way of resolving those problems.  

 

òRestoring the rhythm of lifeó  

through the Informal Education Library 

By Eddy Kalisa 
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òCommemoration 

gives me hope 

for tomorrow 

and peace in my 

heart.ó 

T h e  V i l l a g e  T i m e s  

Ckhas  Nkunda 



This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promo-

tional tool is that you can reuse content from 

other marketing materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your product or service, the key 

to a successful newsletter is making it useful to 
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they will be promoted when they are not nec-

essarily the most qualified. However, Pas-

caline Niyigena pointed out that cultural barri-

ers often prevent qualified women from suc-

ceeding in different institutions. Therefore, the 

Exact Science students argued, not only could 

affirmative action increase competence, it 

could assure that womenôs voices were heard 

after years of being denied. Colorful analogies 

gave life to the debate when Innocent 

Nkundiye compared affirmative action to pro-

viding a taller stool for a shorter yet equally 

capable individual who needed the boost. Yet 

there should be ñnothing in excessò declared 

Bertrand Iyarwema, who suggested that soon 

there would be a need for affirmative action for 

men, as women ñare outnumbering menò in 

many arenas. The panel of judges, made up of 

teachers from the different disciplines, ulti-

mately gave the win to the Social Science 

Team, though all students gained from the dia-

logue, discussion, and mutual respect that 

arose from a well-prepared, lively debate.  

With twenty four out of eighty seats in 

Rwandaôs Lower Parliament set aside for 

women and with lower entry requirements for 

women at many public institutions, the stu-

dents at the Liquidnet Family High school de-

bated the statement Affirmative action doesnôt 

promote effective gender balance in Rwanda. 

With students from the Social Sciences depart-

ments proposing to cancel affirmative action 

policies and students studying in the Exact 

Sciences supporting the continuation of af-

firmative action, Jacqueline Uwizeyimana 

kicked off the debate, arguing that the current 

policies promote women who are not qualified. 

While Nkunda from the Exact Sciences team 

argued that the current policy assured that 

more women would be promoted, Marius Cyu-

zuzu noted that even before the genocide, 

when affirmative action was not instituted, 

women such as Agathe Uwiringiyimana 

reached top positions. Furthermore, as Jean 

Kagame argued, affirmative action may pro-

mote incompetence, because women know 

By Mukamana Gisele 

Empowerment of women is important because 

women have much power, hence she needs 

many powers. Long ago the women didnõt go to 

school. They could not be presidents but they 

wanted to be and they could do it. So empower-

ment of women is important in our country 

because they will be confident about their fu-

ture. Today, for example, there are women 

presidents, women ministers, women leaders, 

and women workers. 

Traditional Dance Enrichment Program  

By Alinah Zaninka 

In my EP I am learning traditional dance. I 

know the song of traditional dance and I 

know the culture of women from years 

ago. In my EPs I see the culture of years 

ago in Rwanda, including song, houses, 

clothes, and materials. Though years ago 

the girl was not allowed to be free or to 

have a house, my EP is good.  

By Gates Yvette  

Womenõs Day is important because it helps us 

to know and to understand human rights of 

women and it is very important in our daily life 

to know the human rights. So if we know hu-

man rights I think there will be development of 

our country and the development of the people. 

So then, if we remember Womenõs Day there 

are many things that can help you to know be-

cause in the past time people did not have a 

Womenõs Day because of ignorance.  

So, for example, in Rwanda Womenõs Day is 

very, very important for us because in the past 

there were some jobs and some activities and 

some chances that you gave only for boys and 

for men. So now the jobs, the chances and the 

activities are equal for women and for men, so I 

think for that there is much development and 

wealth for our country.  

So in social activities all people must have hu-

man rights and must be in the same level in 

government and in daily life. So my advice that 

I can tell you is for all of us to remember and 

celebrate Womenõs Day. 

   Womenõs views 

Affirmative Action for Women in Rwanda  Debate at School 
By Mollie Gerver and Aimable Mpayimana  

ñToday, for 

example, 

there are 

women 

presidents, 

women 

ministers, 

women 

leaders, and 

women 

workers.ò  

Ckhas 



Computer Mucyaka Mucyaka! 
By Sika Somberg 

By Kananura Jean Louis  

Iõm going to tell you what òFamily Timeó is. First of all, 

Family Time is a program of Agahozo-Shalom which was 

established for the students. Itõs done with mother, brother 

and children. It starts from 9:00 pm and goes until 10:00 pm. 

You can imagine what is the importance of that program. The 

importance of the program is to talk between ourselves how 

the day was and you can answer that question in order to 

correct the mistakes that you have done and to continue what 

you have done in a good way. And also, we canõt forget that 

you plan the program of the following day. For example, 

planning service, mucyaka mucyaka, and farm time.  So I can 

conclude by saying that the Family Time is important.  

By Uhoranishema Benny 

Family and Family Time are very good because we learn 

about good behavior from our house mothers. We are all 

together and we have a lovely time to talk about our past 

events. If you have problems itõs easy to tell your mother. She 

can give you advice that you can use. 

On Computers 

By Bruce Nshimiyimana 

Computers are very important because on your computer you 

can write to other people in other countries and you can 

know everything, like news and football! 

By Umwari Delphine 

Computers are important because they help the people know 

about technology and news about the earth. Also you can get 

some information on other 

countries. Computers also 

are a way that we communi-

cate with our friends and our 

family who live in far-away 

regions or far-away coun-

tries. Computers also help 

somebody keep his docu-

ments. 

Why are kids running up the steep school hill every day after 

lunch?  Is it for physical fitness?  Is it to catch the extra class 

in Math or English taught by our dedicated teachers?  No way!  

They are all running straight to the computer lab.  They stand 

in front of the lab waiting for the door to be opened so that 

they can ògrabó one of the computers and spend as much 

time as possible surfing before their next EP or Professional 

Skills course.  Our kids, same as kids like them all around the 

world, have discovered the internet and through it the love of 

computers.  Now if we can just get them interested in how to 

do functions in Excel in addition to chatting on Facebook?! 
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The Visitors:  University of  Pennsylvania  

By Dau Jok and Zack Rosen 

Last week our kids enjoyed the stay of the students from University of Pennsylvania.  It was very wonderful to see them chatting, play-

ing soccer and having quality time during the Family Time.  Thanks to the group and especially Dau Jok Southern Sudan and Zack who 

had this to say about their visit in their blog: 

òI love the company of these kids; they are extremely bright young people. The most exciting part of my experience thus far was when I 

asked one of the boys to sit with me in a place he normally would not sit. He was uncomfortable at first, but we ended up having a 

blast. I made him realize that to be a leader means to meet different kinds of people and be exposed to all sorts of environments. Diver-

sity and exploration are key elements of leadership and this was the way I was able to teach them. I believe being around these kids 

with so much joy, love, aspirations, hope, humbleness and respect has changed me for the better, and I think it will do the same for the 

group.ó 



By Uwase Auge Benie Afra  

When watching birds itõs so very amazing. For some people, includ-

ing myself, watching birds help to relax for me every time I am 

unhappy. I have to watch some birds and feel a little bit better.  Iõd 

appreciate it if we had some place or someone teaching us about 

birds.  

It says that one day people will have to fly 

 By his own wing 

    Knowing how  

      A bird fly 

         Will  

          Be 

        More  

       Easier  

By Munyemana Octave   

The birds in the Village are 

beautiful and there are so many 

and they are also intelligent. In 

the morning I hear different 

songs of birds. Those songs are 

very amazing and they push me 

to take a look at the birds. Many 

of the birds in the Village look 

beautiful. They have many colors such as red, blue, white, etc. I like how 

they love each other and they treat their young birds and know how to build 

their houses. It shoes me that God created the birds with love because they 

love knowledge which helps the birds to survive in the world and the Vil-

lage. In the Village there are more than 200 different kinds of birds, all with 

a different style of life. 
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The Birds * Bird Watching at ASYV 

Maximum 47 Celsius degrees.  Humidity was enough drops from irrigation 

system was about 1 per 5 seconds. 

Monday, May/9th/2011 

Today in Greenhouse No. 4 it is surprising 20 small crops are raised from germi-

nating seeds. Inside conditions are so good for our farming process. 

Tuesday, May/17th/2011 

This morning most of the seeds have grown into crops we counted 240 small 

crops which are growing normally. We are now wondering why others donõt 

show the sign germinate. Teacher consulted the book and tried to explain that 

the reason may be the soil which makes the substratum, which has not been 

controlled and treated before we conduct the germination activity. 

Monday, May/23rd/2011 

Today we found that our tomatoes have reached the level that can allow them to 

be planted in the soil i.e. with 4 leaves, important roots system, we decided to 

plant 100 tomatoes in Greenhouse No. 4. We checked first of all the irrigation 

system and we found that important quantity of water is dropping at each spot 

about where we wanted to plant the tomatoes, and then the operation started. A 

group of five students started from one side of the greenhouse and another from 

the opposite side. A group of 

10 students is made in order 

to follow up the coming 15 

days. We are still waiting for 

the report from that group. 

 

Educators at ASYV are keenly aware that about 90% of the population 

in Rwanda lives by agriculture and so they installed five greenhouses 

and one nursery at school.  The greenhouses used to grow things like 

hothouse tomatoes and exotic plants for sale but greenhouse farming is 

undergoing a dramatic change.   

Here at LFHS @ ASYV, the students of 11th grade who are following 

Chemistry and Biology as their main courses, supervised by Boniface 

Mukeshimana their science teacher, are conducting modern agricul-

tural activities. 

In all five greenhouses we planted food crops that we need every day. 

But one of the greenhouses is used as a live experimental lab, where 

the students control the conditions (Temperature, moisture, change in 

plants size etc.). Therefore, the greenhouse activities will help our 

students to conduct a live practice of Biology of plants, Chemistry of 

fertilizers (natural and chemical), as well as Entrepreneurship, where 

they have to do the business plan of the greenhouse i.e. the budget, 

the production plan, market plan etc.  After they graduate from LFHS 

@ ASYV, they will be able to transfer and use this knowledge in their 

local area.     

Report from studentsõ daily notebook by Rutagengwau Nadia 

Friday, May/6th/2011 

Today at 10:15 am we (students and Boniface), conducted an activity of 

germinating 320 tomato seeds in 2 crates.  Based on the teacherõs 

theory we expect that the conditions within the greenhouse are better 

than within the nursery, therefore we decide to put the germination 

plates within the Greenhouse Number 4. 

Conditions inside: Temperature: Minimum was 23 Celsius degrees and 

Going Green 
By Boniface Mukeshimana  

We would like 

to give special 

thanks to the 

JNF (KKL) 

for sending, 

assembling, 

and 

supporting 

teaching and 

training for 

the 

greenhouses 

and the 

nursery 

house.  

Informative 

details:  Each 

greenhouse is 

about 120 square 

meters and has 6 

rows which 

accommodate up to 

540 plants. Each 

greenhouse cost 

about $3500 all 

included (drip 

system, water tank 

etc).  If working 

efficiently the 

expenses can be 

recovered in 9 

months of 

operation.  



In addition to 

confidence-building 

and the opportunities 

to say their opinions, 

the club also functions 

as a tool to know what 

information students 

are missing.  

From Marriage to Marijuana  
Everythingõs up for debate by the Debate Club 

By Mollie Gerver and Noelle Saraphina Utanuliza 
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Do outsiders help Africa? Is learning at Agahozo-Shalom helpful for life after graduation? Is affirmative action for women a good 

idea? These are some of the topics students came up with and discussed in this yearõs Debate Club. 

Like all clubs, there is one representative from every house family that meets once a week. The representatives discuss different 

potential themes for later discussions within the families. After a vote, the theme is agreed upon and, after the meeting, each 

representative tells their respective families what the motion is. Two days later, on Wednesday night, the families all sit down 

and have a lively, animated discussion on everything from poverty and education to relationships and marriage. 

The next week, back at the Monday night club, the representatives air the opinions that arose the week before in their respective 

families, creating a Village-wide picture of the different views. The process of choosing a topic also involves dialogue and com-

promise. òLetõs talk about American and European actions in Libya,ó one student suggested at a recent meeting. Another said 

that such a topic was too narrow, and they should discuss the broader topic of òoutsiders influence and actions in Africa.ó Two 

days later, at family discussions, issues raised included coffee exporting, humanitarian aid, NATO and even ASYV. 

In addition to confidence-building and the opportunities to say their opinions, the club also functions as a tool to know what 

information students are missing. In the discussion on the very wide-spread problem of òsugar daddies,ó many students were 

unaware of the risks of STDs and pregnancy, nor the alternative options they had to develop themselves and be independent 

women. In the discussion on drugs and alcohol, risks of addiction and health problems were communicated to the students. By 

assuring that students have equal ground to share their opinions, they are receptive to learning new information which 

can assist them in life. 

Sometimes disagreements are not resolved. For example, some students supported affirmative action for women, arguing 

that the Gender Balance Values (GBV) policies encourage parents to send their daughters to school. Others are strongly 

opposed ð òWomen can make it without special help. We are strong!ó one girl argued.  Despite the disagreements and 

the heated debates that arise, students respect each otherõs opinions and learn to listen to those whose views are different 

than their own, creating stronger students and a stronger community.  

 

Human Rights and Tikkun Olam 

By Mollie Gerver 

T h e  V i l l a g e  T i m e s  

When students learned that a paralyzed mother of four they were helping had her 

own land illegally sold, students learned that Tikun Olam, or òrepairing the 

world,ó can often mean going beyond daily assistance to providing advocacy for 

the protection of basic rights. The Tikun Olam program, where students leave 

ASYV to assist vulnerable residents of the surrounding sector, made its way into 

the General Paper class, where students learn how to write, research, and under-

stand legal and civic issues. The students discussed potential solutions to the 

unexpected crises the woman faced. What was best for the woman? What was 

best for the children? What, ultimately, would assure that the woman had her 

land, livelihood and protection permanently restored? As the students continue to 

discuss potential solutions, they continue to assist the woman by providing basic 

necessities, hoping to lobby on her behalf to have her property returned and her 

human rights pro-tected.  


